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Abstract

One of the positive features of the South Caucasus region, unlike its neighboring regions, such as the
Middle East and Central Asia, which are facing severe water stress and crisis, is that it has abundant
water resources and at the same time has a small population. It is this fact that has diminished the
scope of disputes between the independent Caucasian republics, at least in the context of common
waters. The main problem in the field of water resources in this area is the pollution caused by the
discharge of urban, industrial and agricultural wastewater. In the present article, the threats that the
independent states of the Caucasus region feel about ethnic issues and borders designed by the Soviet
Union are the main reason for their divergence. Therefore, because water diplomacy in the South
Caucasus region is not inherent and is affected by border and ethnic disputes, it has not been able to
succeed in resolving regional conflicts.
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2. Kura-Araks Basin

3. Nagorno-Karabakh

4. Abkhazia

5. South Ossetia
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1. European Union Water Framework Directives (EU-
WFD)
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6. Joint River Management Programme

7. European Union (EU)

8. Technical Assistance Commonwealth of Independent
States (TACIS)

9. European Commission

10. USAID/Caucasus-Georgia Strategic Plan

11. South Caucasus River Monitoring (SCRM)

12. Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD)

13. North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)

14. Reducing Transboundary Degradation in the Kura-
Araks River Basin

15. United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
16. Global Environmental Facility (GEF)
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1. Ecoregional Nature Protection Programme for
Southern Caucasus

2. South Caucasus Water Management Project

3. Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM)
4. United States Agency for International Development
(USAID)

5. Development Alternatives Inc. (DAI)
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3. NATO’s Science for Peace Programme

4. Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE)

5. Statoil

6. Quality Assurance (QA)

7. Quality Control (QC)

8. Database Management

9. Geographic Information System (GIS)

10. Model-Sharing Systems

11. Radionuclides
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1. Van Harten
2. Second World
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1. Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs)
2. Dynamic Simulation Model
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