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A qualitative study of the semantic implications of Chinese
gardening: a case study of Lingering Garden in Suzhou, China

Mona Tarverdi Fishani ' ; Minoo Laffafchi '
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Abstract

From a philosophical and mystical perspective, Lingering Gardens in Suzhou, China, are regarded as
spaces that manifest a profound connection between humans, nature, the cosmic universe, and
spirituality. These gardens embody principles and concepts rooted in Taoist philosophy, emphasizing
the natural way of life (Tao) and the harmonious balance between humans and their surroundings
(Confucianism). The various sections of the gardens, such as the "Main Fountain Garden" with its
springs and ornamental structures, the "Greenhouse™ featuring a diverse range of greenhouse plants,
the "Outdoor Gardens" with their diverse natural and historical landscapes, the "Meadow Garden"
with wild plants and meadows, and the "Forests" with forested areas, collectively form an
environment that encourages contemplation and connection. From a Taoist perspective, the gardens
represent the embodiment of the natural and essential way of life. Natural changes, flowing water, and
the exhibition of the beauty of nature create an experience of the eternal flow of changes in the
material world, resonating with the natural flow of life. Moreover, by imitating natural landscapes and
incorporating artistic elements, the gardens convey a deeper connection between humanity and the
natural world. The principles of Confucian philosophy are also present in various aspects of the
gardens. The meticulous architectural structures and the meticulous arrangement of elements signify
the harmonious relationship between humans and the universe. The garden structures, through unique
designs and profound concepts, lead to a deeper understanding of the human connection to the natural
environment and the cosmic order. For instance, "Drifting Fragrance Hall" invokes contemplation
about time and change in life through its depiction of temporal movement. In conclusion, Lingering
Gardens combine Taoist and Confucian philosophical principles to offer a profound experience of the
human connection with nature and the cosmic universe. These experiences are communicated through
the aesthetics of nature, reflections on life, and engagement with spiritual and profound concepts. In
contrast, garden design during the imperial era, although still showcasing natural beauty, was often
employed as a symbol of imperial power and authority. The choice of plants and design elements
aimed to convey the might and prestige of the empire.
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