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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The world is currently experiencing a completely new era of urbanization. In this process, a
staggering 45 million new residents are being added to the cities and towns of the world's poorer
countries every year, which, in addition to structural inadequacies, has also led to poor access to
services and social polarization. However, due to the different problems facing developing countries
in terms of scale, it is necessary for planning initiatives to be based on different foundations, as
Williams and Taylor (1982) pointed out that planning in developing societies requires more emphasis
on social programs than physical planning (Potter-Taylor, 2005: 47). One of the important problems
that has arisen as a result of rapid developments and subsequent inappropriate planning in
metropolitan areas is the problem of deterioration of the quality of the fabric, deterioration and, as a
result, urban poverty. In planning theories, urban poverty is a multidimensional phenomenon that is
physically represented and mainly concentrated in problematic and disorderly urban areas such as
dilapidated urban areas, informal settlements, and settlements on the outskirts of cities. It requires an
appropriate approach to planning to solve problems, develop, and empower in all dimensions. In fact,
one of the consequences of unbridled urban growth is the creation and increasing growth of informal
settlements in megacities as a clear manifestation of urban poverty.

Materials and methods

This research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of nature and
methodology. The method of collecting information is documentary (library) and partly field (survey).
In the documentary method, information from the Rasht Municipality in its subordinate areas and
information on the population and housing of the city for human studies was used, and in the field
method, urban maps and satellite images were prepared and experts from the Rasht Municipality and
other related departments were questioned, as well as field observations and interviews. In addition to
the above, the results and findings of the second and third comprehensive and detailed plans of Rasht
were also used. The statistical population of the research will include experts, urban managers who
are knowledgeable and informed about the informal settlements of Rasht Region 4, numbering 15
people, as well as residents of the studied neighborhoods, who will be selected and randomly
questioned using two methods: purposive sampling and sampling among the residents of the
neighborhoods (approximately 384 questionnaires) and calculated based on Morgan's table. To
analyze the data and present strategies, a combined SWOT strategic analysis model, the quantitative
strategic planning model (QSPM), and the DEMATEL technique were used.

Results and discussion

In today's world, cities have become the main place of residence and activity, and urbanization has
become the dominant way of life. Urbanization, as a phenomenon that, due to the interaction of
various and necessary aspects of modern life, has become one of the important factors affecting the
individual and social health of citizens and the manifestation of a network of complex social
relationships, is also the basis and shaper of many fundamental challenges in the lives of citizens.
Livability is an approach to achieving sustainable urban development and a set of characteristics that
make the city environment an attractive place to live. region.

Conclusion

In today's world, cities have become the main place of residence and activity, and urbanization has
become the dominant way of life. Urbanization, as a phenomenon that, due to the interaction of
various and necessary aspects of modern life, has become an important factor affecting the individual
and social health of citizens and a manifestation of a network of complex social relationships, is also
the basis and shaper of many fundamental challenges in the lives of citizens. Livability is an approach
to achieving sustainable urban development and a set of characteristics that make the city
environment an attractive place to live. These characteristics can be divided into tangible
characteristics (access to appropriate urban infrastructure) and intangible characteristics (sense of
place, local identity, etc.). In fact, livability contributes to economic, social, biological and physical
well-being and causes the personal development of all residents of a city or region, and its key
principles include justice, dignity, access, intimacy, participation and empowerment. Meanwhile,
issues related to livability have become more acute in countries like Iran due to the rapid growth rate
of the metropolitan population. Accordingly, the present study was conducted with the aim of
improving the livability of District 4 of Rasht city.
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